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• Changes in social/family systems 
have added to complexity of end-of-
life/palliative care

• Landmark cases influence 
legal/ethical history
Karen Quinlance Case
Nancy Cruzan Case
Terri Shiavo Case

• Palliative care nurses help patients 
make fully informed decisions

• Changes in social/family systems 
have added to complexity of end-of-
life/palliative care

• Landmark cases influence 
legal/ethical history
Karen Quinlance Case
Nancy Cruzan Case
Terri Shiavo Case

• Palliative care nurses help patients 
make fully informed decisions



EE NN EE CCLL SuperCore CurriculumSuperCore Curriculum

	
��
����� �
��
��������������

• ������
����
����������� ������
��
�
�����������
�����-�
��
����������

• "
.����
�������!��/�����$��!��������
����

�� �
��
��������������

• ����
���
�
���$�������
���$�������
��������
��
���
������

"�"$�*++0



EE NN EE CCLL SuperCore CurriculumSuperCore Curriculum

	
��
�������
� ���
• "�
�����1�

2�����
��
����� �

����
���3�� �������������
������ �����������������$���������
����
���
��%��"� ������/�
����
��������
� �
�
����� �
�����������������������
�

����
�������/��
�/������������/�
��
������/�� ���� �

• 4�����
��
��1
2�����
��
�������������� �����
���������������

• ���������
��
�1
2�����
����
�
�������

������������������
��������
 �������
����
������
�������
�������� ���%

• 5��
�
�1
2�����
��
��
���
��.������.����������
���
�
�����/� ���������.�����

�������
��

����������



EE NN EE CCLL SuperCore CurriculumSuperCore Curriculum

�����������������
�
��������'��������
��������!���

• Disclosure- includes:

- Current medical status, likely course if no treatm ent 

- Intervention that might improve prognosis, risks a nd benefits 
of interventions, estiamted probabilities and uncer tainties
- Professional opinion, alternative options
- Recommendation based on best clinical judgment

• Confidentiality:

“Ensuring that information is accessible only to th ose authorized to 

have access"

The sensitive personal information that a patient d isclose to 
healthcare providers that may be of interest to par ties outside 
the medical relationship.  Healthcare professionals  are obligated 
to refrain from divulging information obtained from  pts.
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Patient 
Preferences

Patient 
Preferences

Clinical Clinical 
IndicationsIndications

Contextual Contextual 
FeaturesFeatures

Jonsen et al., 2002Jonsen et al., 2002
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• Guidance for responsible end-
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• Ethical discernment, discourse, 
decision-making

• Address values and understanding 
of needs

• Advocate for patient/family rights
• Work closely with other disciplines
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